
For six years, Prevention Resource Center AmeriCorps VlSTA members have served 8 

Boys & Girls Clubs in Montana and the Montana Boys & Girls Club Alliance. They 

have raised $440,369 to support positive youth development; recruited over 1100      

volunteers; and put in place systems ï from volunteer programs to fundraisers ï that  

allow Boys & Girls Clubs to operate with increased efficiency, ease, and productivity. 

 

Boys & Girls Clubs are community centers that give kids a place to go afterschool when 

they are most likely to be unsupervised. Boys & Girls Clubs provide snacks and/or 

meals, homework assistance, and other activities that keep children engaged in their 

schools and communities during the peak juvenile crime period of 3-7 pm. We are proud 

that our partnership is effectively addressing childhood hunger, school drop-out  

prevention, and juvenile crime rates while serving those who are in greatest need -  

impoverished children. 

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS 
ANACONDA, BILLINGS, GREAT FALLS, HAVRE, 

LAME DEER, MALTA, MISSOULA, RED LODGE 

QUICK FACTS: 

17 VISTAs 

$440,369 raised 

1108 volunteers recruited 

2701youth served 

QUICK FACTS: 

EDUCATION 

VETERANS 



THE CENTER FOR 

CHILDREN & FAMILIES 

QUICK FACTS: 

5 VISTAs 

$100,689 in-kind raised 

358 volunteers recruited 

2,287 additional individuals served  

QUICK FACTS: 

HEALTHY FUTURES 

VETERANS 

Since 2009, Prevention Resource Center AmeriCorps VISTA members serving the  

Center for Children & Families, formerly Second Chance Homes, raised over $100,689  

in-kind donations to support families and children which helped increase services to 

over 2,200 additional individuals through its programs to reduce the risk of abuse or 

neglect of children based on parental substance addiction and/or mental health issues. 

 

The Centerôs goal is to reduce the number of children who experience the trauma of  

removal from family and subsequent foster care placements.  The Center for Children 

and Families, located in Billings, is a behavioral health agency promoting safety,  

permanency, and well-being of children while strengthening families. Since the  

Centerôs merger in 2010, resources and programs have expanded to included a  

continuum of services that address multiple risk factors related to child abuse  

prevention. We are proud that our partnership is effectively addressing issues of  

substance abuse, mental illness, foster children and other factors for at-risk youth. -  

developing the resiliency factors of youth to decrease the factors of poverty. 



CHILDHOOD HUNGER PROGRAMS 
ANACONDA, BOULDER, DRUMMOND, GREAT FALLS, HELENA, 

KALISPELL, MISSOULA, RONAN 

QUICK FACTS: 

EDUCATION 

HEALTHY FUTURES 

VETERANS 

Since 2009, Prevention Resource Center VISTA members and Summer Associates have 

worked to eliminate childhood hunger across Montana.  These members have served 

with Montana No Kid Hungry, Montana Partnership to End Childhood Hunger,      

Montana Food Bank Network, Missoula Food Bank and various Summer Food Service 

Programs. They have raised over $26,000 in cash and over $9000 of in-kind donations 

to increase access to child nutrition programs leading to more than 60,000 new clients 

served statewide. VISTA members built the capacity of state-wide organizations to 

reach communities across the state and expand and strengthen School Breakfast,     

Summer Food, School Based Pantries, and After-School Meal and Nutrition programs.  

 

Addressing the issue of childhood hunger by increasing access to public meal programs 

not only can help a child break the cycle of poverty within their own family and      

community, it also helps reduce financial burdens on parents who are currently living in 

poverty. Childhood hunger has detrimental effects on a childôs physical health and    

development, ability to learn, and behavior. Children who do not experience food      

insecurity are more likely to do better in school and graduate high school, which       

dramatically increases their lifelong earning potential in the workforce. We are proud 

that our partnership is effectively addressing food security among those who are in 

greatest need - impoverished children. 

17 VISTAs 

$26,799 raised 

358 volunteers recruited 

64,301 additional youth served  

QUICK FACTS: 



The Healthy Montana Kids (HMK) program hosted eight AmeriCorps VISTA members - 5 funded by the 

American Reinvestment & Recovery Act - in Billings, Helena, and Missoula from 2009-2011. Healthy 

Montana Kids, which officially launched on October 1, 2009, is an expanded health coverage program for 

children and teenagers. HMK basically couples childrenós Medicaid with the former Childrenós Health  

Insurance Plan (CHIP) and expands income guidelines to cover thousands more Montana children.  

 

ñThe HMK VISTAs started from scratch: new program, new name, new audience,ò HMK Community  

Relations Manager Mike Mahoney said. ñThe VISTAs helped develop critical elements of HMK training, 

outreach and promotion. The entire HMK program would not be where it is without them.ò 

 

The HMK VISTAs helped recruit and train more than 500 Enrollment Partners around the state.  

Enrollment Partners are volunteers who receive special training to assist families in applying for HMK. 

They also built partnerships with over 200 employers, service organizations, and community partners 

statewide who help spread the word about HMK. 

 

As of July 1, 2014, over 37,500 additional children have been enrolled in the Healthy Montana 

Kids Program.  

HEALTHY MONTANA KIDS 
MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

QUICK FACTS: 

8 VISTAs 

560 enrollment partners recruited 

266 cooperative partnerships formed 

37,500 additional children enrolled 

QUICK FACTS: 

HEALTHY FUTURES 

VETERANS 



Over the last six years, Prevention Resource Center AmeriCorps VlSTA members 

serving Mental Health America of Montana raised over $16,000 to support mental 

health services and suicide prevention; recruited over 60 volunteers and 200 youth to 

participate in programs like PRISM, and put in place systems ï from creating  

marketing materials to improving internal systems ï that allow MHA of MT to operate 

with increased efficiency, ease, and productivity. 

 

Suicide is the second leading cause of death for Montana youth ages 15-24. In 2011, 

with the help of an AmeriCorps VISTA, MHA of MT reached more than 800  

individuals through programs like PRISM (Preventing & Reducing the Incidence of 

Suicide in Montana), Eastern Montana Mental Health Conference, and the Childrenôs 

Mental Health Conference. VISTAs also partnered with the Montana Association of  

Student Councils, MBI Summer Institute, and Youth MOVE. We are proud that our 

partnership is effectively addressing some of the root causes of youth depression,  

violence and self-harm - which are all contributing factors of poverty. 

MENTAL HEALTH AMERICA 

OF MONTANA 

QUICK FACTS: 

6 VISTAs 

$16,200 raised 

64 volunteers recruited 

846 individuals served 

QUICK FACTS: 

HEALTHY FUTURES 

VETERANS 


